
Millions of termites can live 
in a single colony.Termites love 
to eat a variety of things, 
from wood and dead plant 
matter to animal dung. 
 



A closer look at what happens 
inside a termite mound

Termites build giant nests called mounds 
or hills with soil, water and termite saliva. 
They build these mounds by joining bricks 
just like we do when we build our houses.
Tiny, rolled up balls of soil are the ‘bricks’ 
for these termites.

Termite mounds can take upto 4-5 years 
to build.



Go for a walk in your 
neighbourhood and see if you 
can spot these structures. Note 
down the places where you 
spot them. Write and draw what 
you observe.
  

Have you seen photos 
of gods and goddesses 
or flower garlands near 
termite mounds? Ask a 
friend or teacher  about
this. Share stories, sayings 
or beliefs about termites or beliefs about termites 
and their mounds. 

During the rainy season you can 
observe termites with wings near 
street lights or lights in and outside 
your home.These winged termites 
have just emerged from the ground 
and are looking to start a new 
coloncolony. 

You might see creatures like lizards, 
bats and even some birds hunt and 
feed on termites! 

Some people call termite mounds 
‘Ant Hills’ or ‘Snake Hills’. 
Sometimes, ants visit termite 
mounds to feed.You might also find
snakes using the old abandoned 
holes in termite mounds to rest.

What name do What name do you know 
termite mounds by? 
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